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 NO 

Neuro deficit 

(Suspect SCIWORA) 

Change prehospital collar to Aspen 

 

NO 

CT scan 

• Base of skull-T1 

• With Axial, Coronal and Sagittal 
reconstruction 

Patient with GCS 15 

• Sober 

• No distracting injuries 

• No Neuro deficits 

Able to participate with exam 

Obtunded patient 

• Conditionally consider removal of C 
Collar after a negative high-quality 
C-spine CT scan 

• Consider early MRI 

Re-examine in 8-12 hours 
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Injury identified 

 
 

No injury 
identified 

 

 

YES 

 
 NO  

YES 

Pain free with 

• Palpitation 

• Axial load 

• Range of motion 

C-Spine cleared 
Remove collar 
Document in chart 

 
YES 

Neurosurgery Consult 

• MRI emergently 

• Spine precaution order 
set 

 
YES 

Patient stable for MRI 

 
 NO  

Neurosurgery Consult 

• Assume ligamentous injury 
and leave in collar 

• May alternate collars to 
prevent skin breakdown 

• Spine precaution order set 

 NO   YES 

C-Spine cleared 

• Remove collar 

• Document in 
chart 

Neurosurgery consult 

• MRI 12-72 hours post injury 
OR 

• Collar x 2 

• Appointment with 
Neurosurgery in 2 weeks 

Pain free with 

• Palpation 

• Axial load 

• Range of 

Neurosurgery Consult 

Change prehospital collar to Aspen 
Spine precaution order set 


